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SACRIFICE

Dear friends, respected sisters and brothers,

~ All over the world men and women know
that God exists. They want to be near God and they
want to know Him well. In order to get near to
God, among other rituals, people make sacrifices
and hope that this act will please God. This ritual
exists in most religions and cultures.

One of these sacrifices is made in memory
of Abraham’s son, God saved him from being
sacrificed by providing a ram. At the moment when
Abraham was about to sacrifice his son, God’s
angel stopped him, and said,

Do not hurt the boy, or do anything to him.
Now I know that you fear God,
because you have not kept back your only son
from me.
Genesis 22:12.

When Abraham looked up behind him, he
saw a ram caught in a bush by his horns. He took
the ram and offered it as a burnt offering. The full
story is in Chapter 22 of Genesis, in the Holy
Taurat.
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Dear friends! I must explain that Jews do
not celebrate this occasion with a special festival.
But they celebrate the meaning of this event in their
Passover Eid, which was given them through the
prophet Moses. At this time the Jewish nation
remembers God’s promise to save the first-born
sons in Egypt. When the angel of death saw the
blood on their door frames, he did not kill the first-
born son, but passed over the house. Jews celebrate
this as the Passover Eid. This story is in Chapter 12
of Exodus, in the Holy Taurat.

Here we come to an important question:

e Where is the sacrifice of Christians?

Dear readers! We Christians accept both
these events--that is FEid-i Adha (which is a
reminder of the sacrifice of Abraham, the “Friend of
God”) and the Passover Eid (which is a reminder of
the salvation of the first-born sons of the Jews. But
in spite of this,

e Why don’t Christians sacrifice animals?

To answer these questions we must turn to
the Holy Injeel, the New Testament in the Holy
Bible. We must solve these questions by
examining its teachings on the character of God.
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1. The Holy Injeel teaches that God is Love.

We know that God is the creator of the
universe. He seeks fellowship with Hi$ creation.
God’s joy and pleasure is to communicate with
humans, the highest of creation. The Holy Injeel
says,

God is love.
Whoever lives in love lives in God,
and God in him.
IJohn 4:16.

In another place it says,

I (Jesus Christ) have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.
John 10:10

In this way, therefore, we see that God wants
to have fellowship with us humans. But why, then,
is our world so far from God? Why do people feel
far from God? It seems as if a great gulf has
separated us from God Almighty and His love.

2. The Holy Injeel teaches that God is Holy.

Yes, God is holy, but humans are sinful and
impure. Everywhere we look we see the sinfulness
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of humans. Their actions are true examples of sin.
Sin is rebellion against God. Humans have sinned
against the Holy God, and they cannot remove their
guilt by themselves. God is holy and cannot
fellowship with sinful people.

The Holy Injeel says,

All have sinned against God.
There is no one righteous, not even one;
there is none who understands,
no one who seeks God.
Romans 3:10-11.

In another place we read:

All have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God.
Romans 3:23.

We have all chosen the way of sin instead of
God’s way. All humans have failed to follow God
Almighty. From the time of Adam, all people have
chosen to go their own way rather than God’s way.
The Holy Injeel calls this disobedience sin.

3. The Holy Injeel teaches that God is Just.

The Holy Injeel continues to explain that sin
is the thing that separates us from our loving and
holy God. God’s holiness condemns sin. The
completely holy character of God cannot accept sin.
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Because of this, God and humans are separated by
the great gulf of sin. The result of this separation is
spiritual death. The Holy Injeel says,

The wages of sin is death.
Romans 6:23

Because all people have sinned, and the
wages of sin is death, then no sinner can save
another person. This matter is the reason for the
great gulf that exists between God and sinful
people. Humans need God like a light bulb needs
electricity. A light bulb without electricity is dead
and useless. Sin has separated people from God and
made us dead and wuseless. It has killed us
spiritually.

God’s justice compels Him to condemn and
destroy sin and all its elements. Each one of us has
sinned against God. The punishment for this sin is
death. God cannot forgive a sinful person until that
person’s debt is paid. Our good works like fasting
and giving alms to the poor, etc. cannot pay the debt
and please Almighty God. Our best works
compared to the holiness of God are not good
enough. The best person among us is not good
enough to completely please God. That is, every
one of us--even the best and most holy--is still a
sinner and must be punished.
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In short, all humans have sinned against God
and have failed to measure up to the standard of
God’s law. God’s holiness and justice do not allow
forgiveness without the payment of the debt.

4. The Holy Injeel teaches that God is Merciful.

Thankfully God is also merciful.  This
characteristic of God’s mercy can solve the problem
that we have been talking about. We already said
that God wants to have fellowship with us. But sin
has brought a deep separation between us and God.
Only a righteous person, that is a person whose debt
for sin has been paid, can cross this gulf and reach
God. However, we have already said that all people
have sinned and haven’t been able to reach God’s
standard.

The only person who is completely pure and
holy is Jesus Christ. The Holy Injeel says that Jesus
Christ is the only bridge between God and sinful
humans. But here a question arises:

e Why only Jesus Christ?

Why can’t anyone else become a bridge
and bring us to God?

Dear readers! Jesus Christ could be this
bridge because of his unique qualities which are
mentioned below. He is able to make the way for us
to draw close to God.
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1. Miraculous Birth

One of these exceptional qualities was his
birth without a human father. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of Mary.
He is the only person to be miraculously born of a
virgin. The birth of Jesus Christ was not a result of
the will of man, but the will of God.

Jesus Christ is unique and separate from all
humanity by his miraculous birth. All prophets
admitted that they were only human. Only Jesus
Christ spoke of himself as the Word of God,
“Kalimat-Ullah”.

2. Miraculous Life

Another unique quality of Jesus Christ was
his pure and sinless life on earth. He was
completely obedient to the laws of God throughout
his life. He taught like no one else. He healed sick
people miraculously. He was sinless from birth.
The world has never seen a greater teacher. The
Holy Injeel says,

He will not quarrel or cry out;
no one will hear his voice in the streets.
A bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out,
till he leads justice to victory.
Matthew 12:19-20.
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3. Miraculous Death

In addition to his unique birth, Jesus Christ
also had a unique death. Jesus Christ did not only
come to the earth to be a great teacher and healer.
But he came to be the sacrifice and the atonement
for our sins. He came to die and pay the penalty for
our sin. Since Jesus Christ was sinless from birth
and righteous--that is, he personally did not have to
pay any penalty because of his own sin--his death
and sacrifice alone could pay the penalty for our sin.

The Holy Injeel clearly states that all people
have sinned against God, and need salvation.
Salvation means to be pardoned by God. God
cannot pardon us without the penalty being paid--
and we ourselves don’t have the ability to pay this

penalty.

Dear readers! Who could pay the penalty for
our sin? Clearly Jesus Christ is the only one who
could do this because he himself was righteous and
sinless. That means that he was not indebted to sin.
Jesus Christ voluntarily paid the penalty for our sin
by giving himself as a sacrifice. Although he was
innocent and righteous, Jesus Christ was crucified
as a sacrifice for the entire human race.

This was exactly like the way God provided
a ram for Abraham to sacrifice instead of
Abraham’s son. Jesus on the cross was a sacrifice
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to pay the debt of the sin of the human race. In the
story of Abraham, the ram was killed so that the son
could be set free. Jesus Christ died so that we could
be set free. Just as God redeemed the son of
Abraham with a ram, God likewise redeemed the
world through Jesus Christ, and set it free.

Just like the memorial of Abraham’s
sacrifice and like the memorial of the salvation of
the first-born sons of the Children of Israel, God
allowed Jesus Christ to be sacrificed for our sins.
Jesus Christ is the true and complete sacrifice. He
is the “Lamb of God” who took away the sins of the
whole human race.

Dear readers! The justice of God was
satisfied by the payment for the penalty of our sins.
The mercy of God was satisfied by the freeing of
mankind from the bonds of sin. Thanks to Jesus
Christ who paid the penalty for our sins, so now we
may have friendship and fellowship with God.

4. Miraculous Resurrection

The resurrection of Jesus Christ (that is
Jesus Christ’s becoming alive again after he died)
was also unique. He rose from the dead on the third
day after he was buried, according to the prophets’
predictions. Jesus Christ’s resurrection proved that
his sacrifice was acceptable to God. This was
actually the greatest of all of Jesus Christ’s
miracles. The:resurrection was God’s stamp of
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confirmation and absolute guarantee that Jesus
Christ’s sacrifice was accepted forever. We read in
the Holy Injeel:

What I received I passed on to you
as of first importance:
that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures,
that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day
gccording to the Scriptures,
and that he appeared to Peter,
and then to the Twelve.
After that, he appeared to more than five hundred

of the brothers at the same time.
I Corinthians 15:3-6

Dear readers! Christians all over the world
celebrate the festival of Abraham’s sacrifice and the
festival of the sacrifice of the Children of Israel in
Egypt in one glorious celebration of the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This festival is known
as “Easter.” We celebrate this festival every year.

Dear readers! God teaches us through these
events about the true meaning of salvation. The
Holy Injeel says that the blood of calves and sheep
cannot wash away our sins. It also says that all our
good .works are nothing more than filthy rags
compared to God’s righteousness. No one’s good
works can pay the debt that he owes for his own
sins.
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Almighty God sent Jesus Christ to the earth so
that he could take the sins of the world and their
punishment on himself once for all. He is the true
and eternal sacrifice. Jesus Christ came to save all the
people of the world - from every tribe and nation on
this condition that we must come to God admitting
our sinfulness and believe in the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. Through Him we can come near to God and
experience his love in our lives. As the Holy Injeel
says,

The wages of sin is death,

but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans 6:23

Dear readers! We thank God that He has made a
way for our salvation from sin. God made it possible
for us to be reunited to Himself through the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ. The question is now, have we all
come to God admitting our sinfulness and asking for
His forgiveness. If we are sorry and humble ourselves
before God for all our sins that separate us from
Him, He will forgive us through the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. We may then believe that Jesus Christ was
sacrificed for our sins. We then accept Him into our
life and may know that we are forgiven. Through the
physical resurrection of Jesus Christ we have now the
assurance of eternal life.
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